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Hello Meri Squares members. I hope you have survived the past week which included weather from 

virtually every season! Ridiculous. Fortunately, my tulips are still mostly standing tall and reminding me 

that spring really is here and summer is around the corner. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting – Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

This newsletter serves as official notice of the Annual General Meeting to be held via Zoom on Tuesday, 

May 18, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. This will be the second time we have held our AGM virtually. Last November, 

we had good turnout with 24 members in attendance. However, the AGM is an important opportunity 

for people to learn how the Club is doing and provide suggestions and direction to your Executive. I 

strongly encourage as many of you as possible to sign on to this meeting. The Zoom link will be sent out 

on Sunday, May 16. All the related documents can be found on the website at 

http://merisquares.ca/AGM2021.html. Members not on email will be mailed their AGM package. 

Proposed amendment to the Constitution – Membership 

When I was preparing for last year’s AGM, I checked to determine who was allowed to vote. Looking at 

Article 3 of the Constitution, it was a bit unclear if people who danced regularly with the club but did not 

pay their annual registration and insurance fee (EOSARDA fee) at Meri Squares were eligible to vote. 

Talking to Past Presidents, the intent has always been to allow anyone who danced “regularly” with us 

to be involved in our decision-making. We have a number of people who fit that bill and have been 

allowed to vote in the past. We made the decision in 2020 to allow everyone to vote and to try to “fix” 

the wording of Article 3 to reflect the way things have always been done. You will find the proposed new 

wording of Article 3 in the AGM documents. Please take a moment to review the changes. 

 I would like to thank Pat McLachlan, Michelle Gravelle and Lee Warriner for their time developing this 

new wording. 

Slate of Officers – Vice-President vacancy 

Once again, we do not have anyone (or ones) for the Vice-President position. While the tasks of the VP 

position are quite minimal, the history of the Club has been for incumbents of this position to be 

prepared to move to the Presidency after a two-year period. We know this is a lot to consider, but I can 

assure you, if you are hesitant to consider becoming President, that there is lots of help from your other 

Executive members and from those who have gone before. There is always someone who has the 

answer to your question! It really is a team effort that extends well beyond the small group on the 

formal Executive. If you would be willing to step into this role, please contact me (613-221-9188) and we 

can talk about it. The Club needs this position filled to ensure some continuity. 

New EOSARDA logo 

So, what is EOSARDA? We hear talk of it from time to time and we all pay our EOSARDA dues every fall. 

EOSARDA stands for Eastern Ontario Square and Round Dance Association. It is our regional body that 

registers all dancers in Eastern Ontario clubs, assists with promotion, organizes regional dances, 

provides advice to clubs, serves as our link to the provincial and Canadian governing bodies. The fees we 



refer to as “EOSARDA fees” include our individual insurance premium and a small fee to support 

EOSARDA, the Ontario federation and the Canadian society. 

As we look to reopen dancing in the months ahead, EOSARDA is seeking to modernize its look and be 

more visible in social media and the web with the goal of attracting more new dancers. The first step is a 

new logo. I bet none of you could tell me what the old one looked like? That’s ok. Because the new one 

is bright, modern and clearly identifies the organization. EOSARDA hopes that you like. 

 

 

Looking forward to seeing EVERYONE at the AGM on May 18. 

‘Til then, stay safe and enjoy the outdoors! 

 

Lamar Mason 
President 
613-221-9188 
Lamarmason4@gmail.com 
 


